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NEXT CHAPTER

CULTURAL FOUNDATION

[ ABOUT THE FOUNDATION |

Next Chapter Cultural Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to
promoting arts, culture, and community engagement. Our mission is rooted in uplifting
Latino and multicultural heritage through education, cultural programming, and
meaningful community collaborations.

We believe culture is a powerful force for connection, pride, and transformation. Through
our programs and events, we create spaces where traditions are honored, stories are
shared, and communities come together to celebrate identity, history, and collective

strength.

| OUR MISSION |

To promote arts, culture, and community engagement through educational initiatives,
cultural programming, and community-centered events that uplift Latino and
multicultural heritage.

OUR VISION

To cultivate a culturally vibrant community where people of all ages can celebrate, learn,
and engage with the artistic and cultural expressions of the Dominican Republic, the
Caribbean, and the broader Latino diaspora.

WHAT WEDO |

The Next Chapter Cultural Foundation develops and supports programs that strengthen
cultural identity, celebrate diversity, and expand access to arts and education. Our
work includes educational workshops, cultural celebrations, artistic showcases, and
community partnerships that foster cultural pride, unity, and intergenerational connection.

Tonight's celebration represents more than a single event. It marks a new chapter, one
rooted in legacy, community, and the continued commitment to honoring our culture
while creating opportunities for future generations.

www.mercedeseventsent.com/nextchapterculturalfoundation




MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Welcome to the first cultural celebration of the Independence
of the Dominican Republic 2026,, presented by Next Chapter
Cultural Foundation. It is an honor to welcome you to this event,
created with the purpose of celebrating our culture, our history,
and the power of community.

I am a proud Dominican who deeply loves her culture and her roots, with an international
heart and a multicultural mindset. This perspective has allowed me to connect with, value,
and learn from diverse cultures with respect and openness. When celebrating the traditions
of others, | feel a deep sense of connection to their cultures and, at the same time,
empathize with their struggles and challenges, recognizing that celebration and solidarity
go hand in hand.

My journey began in education, and for more than three decades, | have worked in service
to the community, first as an educator and later through collaboration with nonprofit
organizations and community committees. This commitment has gone beyond events; it
has been sustained work focused on people, families, and community well-being.

Over time, that commitment led me to create Mercedes Events & Entertainment, with the
purpose of producing meaningful cultural events, spaces where culture educates, unites,
and strengthens. Today, that same purpose gives rise to Next Chapter Cultural Foundation,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization born from the need to create a deeper and more lasting
impact. Through educational programs, cultural events, and community collaborations, the
foundation seeks to uplift Latino and multicultural heritage while fostering cultural pride,
unity, and a deeper sense of belonging. A portion of the funds raised by the foundation
supports artisans, the guardians of our traditions, helps develop educational workshops
for children, youth, and families, provides scholarships, and makes possible the creation
of additional cultural events. All of this contributes to the preservation of our traditions and
the strengthening of our community.

Today, | extend a sincere invitation to support this initiative and to become part

of this multicultural family. Beyond our nationalities, we share values, stories, and ,\\f‘
a common desire for unity. May this space inspire us to support one another,

celebrate our differences, and strengthen the bonds that unite us as a w

community. L 4
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Thank you for joining us and for being part of this collective effort. ﬁ; ::'
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DOMINICAN INDEPENDENCE

CULTURAL CELEBRATION 2026
Official Program

Milly Santiago
Master of Ceremonies

8:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Doors Open
Guest Reception
Dominican music and appetizers

9:00 PM -9:30 PM
Official Welcome
National Anthem of the Dominican Republic
President’s Message

9:30 PM - 10:30 PM
Cultural Presentation
Lecture: The Dominican Carnival
Dr. Wilson José Inoa Gomez
Carnival Parade Performance
Musical experience and photo session

10:30 PM - 12:30 AM

Live Performance by
Kanela Dance Company Chicago

12:30 AM - 3:00 AM
DJ Set
Raffles
Celebration and Closing
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Juan Roberto Guzman
February 19, 1965 - April 11, 2025

This celebration is dedicated in loving memory of our beloved husband, father, grandfather,
brother, uncle, and dear friend, whose love and legacy continue to guide us.

His legacy is one of service, generosity, and purpose, always willing to help, uplift, and
contribute wherever he was needed. That legacy continues through this foundation and
through all of us who carry his values forward.

He remains forever in our hearts, guiding us, inspiring us,
and reminding us that love and service never end.



SPECIAL GUEST
Dr. Wilson José Inoa Gomez

Direct from the Dominican Republic

Dr Wilson holds a Doctorate in Educational Sciences, with prior
academic training in Clinical Psychology (UASD) and Industrial
Psychology (UAPA). He serves as a university lecturer in the areas of
Psychology, Business, and Tourism, and as a cultural manager with the
Provincial Directorate of Santiago of the Ministry of Culture.

His academic, research, and cultural work focuses on Dominican
identity, folklore, education, and the impact of artificial intelligence in
educational and workforce contexts. He actively participates in research
projects, publications, and cultural outreach initiatives.

Dormenican Republic
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Thank You!

When family and community walk together, dreams become legacy..

None of this work would be possible without the unconditional support of my family.
| feel deeply blessed to have been born into a family where unity, service, and
solidarity are essential values passed down by my parents, my uncles and aunts,
and our ancestors.

| especially thank my sister Raysa, who worked tirelessly day and night on the décor
and every behind-the-scenes detail, from coordinating and adjusting costumes to
sourcing materials and supporting logistics. Her constant support has been a source
of strength and motivation. | also thank my children, nieces, nephews, and sisters,
who contribute their time, energy, and commitment with love and dedication.

| also extend my heartfelt gratitude to my family in the Dominican Republic, especially
my cousins Mimi and Arsenio, for their guidance, coordination, and key support in
helping bring this vision to life.

Although | stand at the front of this project, this foundation is, at its heart, a family
effort, built on love and a shared desire to serve others.

| would like to express my deepest gratitude to our partner organizations and allied
businesses, to our sponsors and collaborators, each one essential to this project,
as well as to the volunteers and friends who have contributed their time, resources,
and talent. Every contribution, regardless of its magnitude, has been key in making
this celebration possible and in continuing to create meaningful impact in our
community.

A very special thank you to Rocio Diaz for believing in this project and offering her
unconditional support.

Thank you as well to my designer, Elena Magdaleno, for her creativity, flexibility, and
for working hand in hand with me to bring every detail to life.

My sincere gratitude to Milly Santiago, our Master of CeremoniesMilly, for her
generosity, dedication, and for embracing this role with enthusiasm, actively
supporting the promotion and growth of this initiative.

Thank you for being part of the story we continue to build together.
Esto es solo el comienzo de lo que juntos podemos lograr.



« GOLD SPONOSOR «

GOvA

ANOS

DE UNIR COMUNIDADES

Siempre orgullosos de apoyar a:

Celebracién Cultural:
Independencia
Dominicana 2026.

We proudly recognize Goya Foods
for their generous support and commitment
to celebrating culture, heritage, and community.

Their partnership makes this celebration
possible and strengthens our mission to uplift
Latino and multicultural traditions.



o SILVER SPONSORS .

Aqui en Chicago,
la salud también
tiene acento.

En Health Direction Medical Center llevamos mas de
10 afios cuidando a nuestra comunidad con medicina
primaria moderna y atencion en espafiol. Bajo la vision
de la Dra. Esmilkrys Ramirez, dominicana, y un equipo
de profesionales que combina excelencia y calidez,
construimos un espacio donde sentirse entendido es
parte del tratamiento.

Y seguimos creciendo: hoy también contamos con
estética médica (Aesthetic by HDMC) para realzar
la belleza de forma natural, segura y responsable.

Agenda tu cita hoy y déjate cuidar por manos que
hablan tu idioma.

HEALTH DIRECTION 4959 W Belmont Ave, Chicago, IL 60641
MEDICAL CENTER 1656 W Chicago Ave, Chicago, IL 60622
773-930-3642 | 773-342-1090

info@healthdirectionmc.com | hdmedicalcenter.com

MEDICAL « CENTERS

3538 W FULLERTON AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60647

(773) 772-1212
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« PATROCINADORES COMUNITARIOS .

Consulado General de la Repﬁblica Dominicana
en Chicago, Illinois, EE.UU.

8770 W BRYN MAWR AVE #1300 / CHICAGO, IL 60631
(773) 714-4924

- CHALLENGE
PRINTERS

4354 W ARMITAGE AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60639
(773) 252-0212
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CEUD

3702 WEST ARMITAGE AVE. , CHICAGDO, IL 60647

Alexandra
Nelson

[] es1.442.6218

& Alexandra.Nelson@rate.cc

alexnelsonmortgage

Rate



« PROGRAM ADVERTISERS .

Apple Envios puerta \@-
© VY/Cargo: a puerta =

Xpress Zu as
S a Repuiblica Dominicana
< : Cajas - Tanques - Electrodomésticos ‘

+/ Cajas - Tanques - Neveras - Estufas L -
+/ Servicio confiable - Seguro - Responsable _F eli pe Adames
312-868-6056

No Cash Refunds George
Manager

JR Appllances & Service

Sales - Repairs - Service

 Refrigerators e« Stoves & Ovens e« Washers & Dryers
 Dishwashers

3839 W. North Avenue 773‘600"_1_26_“
Chicago, IL 60647




- ORDER YOUR -
" CUSTOM DOMIND TABLE!

- S BUILT TO LAST! WE SHIP ANYWHERE'

“-' ANY IMAGE » ANY COLOR+ ANYTEXT &
CALL ORTEXT TODAY FOR A QUOTE

2 ® <> 312-363-8207 *

ONLINE STORE

WICI(7/

ARTESIAN CANDLES

(anefleg - éﬂ%
@ @ () 773-402-9600

@WICK727.0FFICIAL (@) cHICAGO, IL

FOLLOW US




@ (773) 384-0380

54 NuevoEstiloSalon03@gmail.com
© 4003 W. Fullerton Ave.

Chicago, IL 60639

Follow us
on Instagram!

NuevoEstilo Salon

iYA LLEGO LA TEMPORADA
=~m DELOS TAXES!

"~ 0773-318-6264

Lldmanos hoy y agenda tu estimado GRATIS!

__ Estlmado 10°/.. '
GRATIS &

& :No tienes Social? W
iNo hay problemal » 7%

4 Tramitamos y renovamos ITIN

u-ltisePVices "4 Hacemos tus taxes con ITIN
sin complicaciones




@ @JP_CRAFTSHOP TERMOS*TAZAS*LLAVEROS*CAMISETAS
@ 77oavoses  *CHP BAGS PERSONALIZADAS* CAKE TOPPERSBANNERS

HealthChoice

{4 meridian ;;:‘h Illinois

Ilinois Dey po tement of
ealthcare and Family Services

YouthCare

HealthChoice Illinois




e
UNIQUE STYLE BARBER SHOP

@ 4035 W North Ave
Chicago, IL 60639

S<Cortes « Barba « Estilo Dominicano

=\ =
~
FERREIRA
TRAVEL & TAX SOLUTIONS

Mads que viajes: soluciones n rias, de impue: ramites globales.
2l iaje, consultas

(414) 458 4814 » Ferreiratr tsolutio
Hablamos Ingle nol e Italiano

COLDWELL BANKER
REAL ESTATE GROUP

Ligia Lestz
(815) 212-3782

LLestz@ColdwellHomes.com

Fongs
i sarce RGO B4 prncpiu
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Our Culinary
Partners

Thank you for delighting us
with this evening’s appetizers.

e Morena’s Kitchen

e Bocao Antojitos

o Peppermint Pasteleria
 Sabor del Campo
 Nina’s Catering

o jibara.jibara

o La Bomba
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2200 N KIMBALL AVE | (773) 292-7400
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Tel: 224-413-2216

Q Chicago, IL | € Pedidos por encargo
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Anca's Pelights

A newsPelights

Let us help you ereate beautiful and
delicious desserts that everyone will rave about!
Perfect for
Birthday’s, Weddings, Graduations,
Baby Showers and More
Also offering “breakable” hearts and




'.Lohéongo.é";s.ﬂ:f a Plato Dominicano **

Realice su pedido para E ntréga

() +1(872) 366-4747

e NUESTRA ARTESANA INVITADA .

AQUETZART

+1(224) 441-1959
£







"GRAND OPENING
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¥ SENSUAL
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Rafael, also known as “DJ Matador” is a renowned DJ specializing in salsa, bachata, bachata sensual, mambo, cha cha, and cumbia.
Born and raised in the heart of Latin America, DJ Matador's passion for music and dance was ignited at a young age.
With over two decade of experience in the music industry, DJ Matador has become a prominent figure in the world of Latin music. He
has an innate ability to read the crowd and create an electric atmosphere on the dance floor, making him a sought-after DJ for Latin,

Euro and American dance events, festivals, and clubs. He has also player for European events and has music to entertain the European
crowd.

PoRRASY

1

GUALESD

-
TUESDAYS | Open At 8pm | 21+ Event
Balkanika - Original Sensual Tuesdays
WED | Open At 7pm | 21+ Event
Jonny Cab’s - Latin Wednesdays
FRIDAYS | Open At 8pm | 21+ Event
MICHELLA CHICAGO
Salsa & Bachata VIP Fridays
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Be Part of the Next Chapter

Support culture. Strengthen community. Inspire future generations.

The Next Chapter Cultural Foundation invites businesses,
community leaders, and individuals who believe in the power of arts,
cultural heritage, and unity to become part of our mission.

Sponsorship
Advance our cultural events and educational
programs through strategic partnerships.

Volunteering
Share your time, talent, and energy to help us create
meaningful cultural experiences for our community.

To learn more about sponsorship or volunteer
opportunities for future events, please contact:

mercedes@nextchapterculturalfoundation
www.mercedeseventsent.com

Together, we continue the legacy.
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STAY CONNECTED






